James Buys-The Great Mountain is gone
WYNBERG- On 1 March URCSA and the Ecumenical Church suffered a heavy blow by the death of Rev. James Buys. His death leaves a void of considerable proportions. Rev Buys who was the minister of the Wynberg Congregation of URCSA, also served two consecutive terms as moderator of URCSA’s General Synod. He was also moderator of the Cape Synod, a position he held together with the position of moderator of the General Synod. He was also actuarius and his insight and interpretation of Church Law continued to serve URCSA well. 


James Buys’ involvement in URCSA was always marked by his servant hood to God and URCSA. After his election as the second moderator in the history of the URCSA General Synod in Bloemfontein, this character of him was underlined in his acceptance speech, “Thank you for the opportunity. In the Executive Council we learn to really serve as servants, seeking the well-being of the Church. I will remain a servant of God, may God help me.” Rev Buys was not a person who lust after and clinged to power. During this very speech he also said that he resolved for himself that none of us are indispensable. 


Rev Buys who was born on 11 July 1954 and matriculated in Johannesburg, studied theology at the University of the Western Cape. In 1997 he was called as a newly licensed minister to the Congregation of Calitzdorp. In 1994 he was called to the Wynberg Congregation where he served until his death. 


In his tribute to Rev Buys, the current moderator of the General Synod, Prof ST Kgatla, stressed that he was a loyal servant to the URCSA who led the Church during turbulent times in history. “We are reminded of his tireless fight against injustices committed against the powerless of our society in South Africa and also abroad. We have lost a great son of Africa, disciplined leader who never compromised his principles”, Kgatla said. 


In its reaction to Rev Buys’s death the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, said in a statement by its General Secretary, Dr Setri Nyomi, “We receive the news with a deep sense of sadness. We will remember James Buys indeed for his leadership in URCSA at a critical time as well as the role he played in the formation of WARC’s current stand on economic globalization and the Accra Confession.” 


Jon T. Chapman of the General Assembly Council of the Presbyterian Church USA, added his words of condolences by saying”I am saddened to read of the Home going of Rev. Buys. James’ passing is a great loss to URCSA, the ecumenical movement across Africa and so many of us who called him friend and mentor in the struggles for justice, freedom and dignity for all people- especially the people of Southern Africa. A ministry excelled for so many years.” 


Rev. Buys’ funeral was conducted in a very simple manner, as was his wish, by his friend and colleague Rev. Fezzie Mbenenge. The two had agreed years earlier that they would conduct each others funerals. Rev Mbenenge preach from Isaiah 54: 10 “Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken, nor my covenant of peace be removed, says the Lord who has compassion on you.” Rev Mbnenge compared Rev Buys with a mountain. He said, “Mountains look so stable yet are crumbling. The great mountains and hills are like great men. Mountains are more than the strongest parts of the visible creation. But mountains, which the prophet Habakuk in 3:6 called “everlasting mountains and the hills perpetual, yet our text says they shall depart and be shaken by earthquakes. But the promises of God were never broken by shock or any event. The day will come when all mountains shall depart and the hills be removed. But in opposition to all of this, we have the unchangeable duration of God’s kindness and covenant with His people. The words of the prophet are the words which we need also to hear, to be reassured and to recover their confidence and hope as we mourn the untimely demise of this Great Mountain – James Buys who has now departed, among his family and us as his colleagues.” 


The funeral service was attended by about 2000 people. Several Church leaders from different denominations such as the Catholic Church, Calvinist Church, DRC Church, Churches from Germany attended the service. Among the mourners were Dr Kobus Gerber and Dr Coenie Burger of the DRC. Among the URCSA leaders Prof Kgatla, Dr Seth Pitikoe, Rev. Reggie Nel and Rev Colin Goeiman were also in attendance. Many Ministers from the various Regional Synods came to pay their last respects. 


Rev Buys’s leadership made an impact also in the secular life. Earlier that week a memorial service was held which was attended by the Premier of the Western Cape, the honourable Ebrahim Rasool. The press in the Cape hailed him in news story as” a leading light in the Church.” 
Rev. Buys will be remembered for his loyalty to God and URCSA and the fine leadership he has provided the church with. His strong stand on the Belhar Confession and his call for a credible re-unification process will continue to inform the debates within URCSA on re-unification. 


After the funeral Prof Kgatla led a delegation of ministers to the offices where Rev Buys had died for prayers of healing and comfort. Rev. Buys leaves behind his wife Angela and daughters Abayomi, Asha and Mishca.
