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1. EGYPT'S CHRISTIANS ATTACKED
On October 8, 26 were killed and hundreds injured in Cairo's worst violence since the uprising that ousted President Mubarak last January. Most victims were Christians who were peacefully protesting a Sept. 30 attack when the Mar Gerges Church building was burned down along with several Christian-owned homes and businesses in Aswan. This was the 3rd church-burning by a mob in 7 months. The army responded by firing into the crowd and driving a personnel carrier over some protestors. This violence by the ruling military council has left the country in shock. 10% of Egypt's population are Coptic; a recent report says that at least 100,000 Coptic believers have left Egypt in recent months because of escalating intimidation. [MISC REPORTS]

2. PASTOR FACES POSSIBLE EXECUTION IN IRAN
Although his case may be ordered for retrial, evangelical pastor Yousef Nadarkhani is still facing death after refusing to deny his faith in 3 court appearances. Thousands have petitioned Iranian embassies for his release. The pastor was arrested in 2009 when trying to register his church and was found guilty of apostasy last year. Iran's Supreme Court ruled that even though he was not a practising Muslim, he was still guilty because his parents were Muslim. Meanwhile, Christian Solidarity Worldwide has reported that 11 Christians who fled Iran in the wake of a government campaign against evangelical Christianity have received threats via e-mail from "the unknown soldiers of the Hidden Imam," calling on them to either repent or face execution. [CHURCH TIMES, 7 Oct., INSPIRE]

3. REGISTRATION GRANTED TO ALGERIA'S CHURCHES
For the first time in 20 years, the Protestant Church of Algeria (EPA) has been given government permission to officially register its congregations throughout the country. The decision came 3 months after the governor and police commissioner in the province of Béjaia ordered 7 EPA churches to close for "exercising religious worship other than Islam without authorization." Similar orders had been issued in the past, enforcing a 2006 law prohibiting Christians from religious practices that conflict with the government's interpretation of Sharia (Islamic law). In spite of such opposition, the Algerian Church has grown from just a handful of national believers two decades ago to an estimated 80,000. [RELIGION TODAY, 21 Sept.]

4. NIGERIA: A COUNTRY DIVIDED
Nigeria, Africa's most populous country, has 155 million people who are approximately 50% Muslim and 48% Christian. In 1999 Nigeria's 12 northern states declared Islamic Sharia law. Since then many Christians have lost their lives, and churches and Christian villages have been burned in violent sectarian clashes. Muslim perpetrators are often affiliated with Boko Haram, an Islamist al-Qaida-linked terror group that demands the government establish Sharia throughout Nigeria. Open Doors is assisting Christians in northern Sharia states by providing emergency support in crisis situations, educating their children and sponsoring community development programs. It also encourages believers through Scripture distribution, training leaders, and promoting reconciliation. [RELIGION TODAY, 16 Sept.]
5. CHINA'S URBAN SHIFT
China is expecting more than 100 million farmers to move from the countryside to the city by the end of this decade. City churches are feeling the pressure because the spread of the gospel is outpacing resources. China has an estimated 3700 ordained and assistant pastors ministering to roughly 40 million believers--that's one pastor for every 10,000 Christians. China Partner's President Erik Burklin says no one single ministry is equipped to handle the shift alone, so they are holding extensive training sessions. Since 1991, those involved with China Partner have trained nearly 5,000 current and future Chinese Christian leaders with needed ministry insights and methods. [MISSION NETWORK NEWS, 12 Oct.]

6. FLOODS OVERWHELM PAKISTAN
According to UN reports, 5.4 million people in the Sindh, Punjab and Baluchistan regions of Pakistan have been affected by monsoon rains that began in September. Over 369 men, women and children have died so far. 1.8 million people are displaced from their homes, living temporarily in schools and other relief camps; over 2 million are suffering from flood-related diseases, and malaria, diarrhoea and snake bite cases continue to escalate. 1.1 million homes are damaged or destroyed and over 2 million acres of crop land under water. Tearfund, World Vision, OM International and the Church Mission Society are among the Christian agencies responding. [RELIEF WEB, EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE]

7. KENYA REFUGEE CRISIS
Dadaab Refugee Camp in eastern Kenya is the largest refugee camp in the world. It was build to accommodate 90,000 people. The hunger crisis in the Horn of Africa has overwhelmed the camp with 470,000 refugees, and 1,000 are more arriving every day. In another camp, the UN states that 10 children under age 5 die every day. Conditions are deplorable, food and water is inadequate, and an outbreak of dengue fever has made things worse. One woman buried 3 of her 5 children during their desperate trek from Somalia. The worst drought in 60 years has killed thousands and put millions at risk of starvation in 5 countries, but the rains are due and the first corn crops may soon be harvested in Ethiopia, according to Food for the Hungry, one of the Christian agencies providing aid. [EVANGELICALS NOW, Oct.'11, MISSION NETWORK NEWS]

8. INDIA'S 'LOST' TRIBE RETURNS TO ISRAEL
Israel's government is planning the return of thousands of Indian Jews to the Promised Land. The Bnei Menashe claim to be one of the lost tribes of Israel - the children of Manasseh. Israel is set to give final approval to the immigration in a few weeks' time. The 7,232 Indian Jews say they were exiled from Israel by Assyria over 2,700 years ago and ended up in India after migrating through Persia, Tibet and China. Today, the Bnei Menashe live in the north-east states of Manipur and Mizoram. Many had converted to Christianity, but rabbis have been helping thousands turn back to Judaism. Only practising Jews are given an automatic right of return, but the International Christian Embassy in Jerusalem is one of the organisations planning to give financial support. [CHRISTIAN TODAY, 28 Sept.; ASSIST NEWS, 28 Sept.]


9. KOREAN MEGA-CHURCH
Manmin Central Church in Seoul, Korea, has grown from 13 members in 1982 to 100,000 members, and has over 9,000 branch churches around the world, two television networks (which will soon merge) and a full-time professional orchestra. The church includes some 700 North Koreans who have escaped to the south. Members have a mission vision and some are making plans to go to North Korea whenever it opens up. To cope with the overcrowding and lack of space, the church is planning to build The Canaan Sanctuary in Seoul which will seat at estimated 70,000 people. [ASSIST NEWS, 7 Oct.]

10. VILLAGE OF HOPE FOR HAITI
A recent BBC News report estimates that only 20% of the rubble in Haiti has been cleared, 21 months following its worst earthquake ever. The United Nations reports over 600,000 remain homeless due to disaster damage, surviving in tent cities through this year's hurricane season, cholera outbreaks, and widespread violent crime. Much of the world has reconciled itself to believe that Haiti is beyond hope. However Christian humanitarian organisation Love A Child, Inc. has demonstrated what is possible by recently completing a new village with almost 500 individual homes, the first 50 given to amputees who lost limbs in the earthquake. Built to code to withstand hurricane-force winds, each home was provided fully furnished, and contains a small garden area to grow fresh produce. The village also has fresh water wells, a clinic and sports facilities. Love A Child's ultimate goal is to build a self-sustained and profitable community. The group also feeds over 5,000 children daily in some of the island's poorest villages. [CHRISTIAN NEWSWIRE, 4 Oct., www.loveachild.com]

11. REMEMBER SYRIA
At least 2,700 people have been killed and thousands more arrested in an effort to overthrow Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Syria's general population has already suffered job losses with increased food prices, but Jerry Dykstra of Open Doors USA says Christians are also suffering, perhaps even more. "We need to uplift the Christian community there which numbers about ten percent of the country and is a significant amount: 1.9 million people." According to Dykstra, if al-Assad is overthrown, sharia law may be implemented, which will further threaten Syrian Christians. "Many Iraqi Christians have fled into Syria - maybe 100,000 Christians in the last few months," said Dykstra, "and they're fearful what happened in Iraq will also happen in Syria." [WORTHY NEWS, 12 Oct.]

12. REVIVAL IN CUBA
According to WorldServe Ministries, Cuba's Christians are considered counter-revolutionary, meaning they may be unemployable, denied access to housing, and put under surveillance. For years churches pushed the legal limits just by meeting, and it's still dangerous for students, religious teachers and leaders, especially in rural areas, to be outspoken Christians. But massive unemployment and poverty under Raul Castro's regime has led to rapid house-church growth, evangelistic missions, and relief work and community development. Revival is springing up, and many are coming to Christ. A WorldServe spokesman says there's a shortage of Bibles because there are no Christian bookshops. They are hoping the doors will open to import 100,000.[MNN, 13 Oct.]
13. INDONESIA: CHURCH BOMBER
Indonesian police have identified the suicide bomber who detonated 8 pipe bombs outside a church building in Solo, Central Java on 25 September. Ahmad Yosepa Hayat killed himself and wounded at least 20 church members as they were singing the closing hymn. One 18-year-old was left in critical condition. The church members say they are not intimidated and believe God was there to protect them. Police found a similar bomb outside the Maranatha Church on the island of Ambon the next morning. In Indonesia, the world's largest Muslim nation, 88% of the total population of 233 million follow Islam, according to the Asia Times. Only about 10% are Christian. [INSPIRE, COMPASS DIRECT NEWS, 27 Sept.]


14. MAJOR TYPHOONS SLAM SOUTHEAST ASIA
Two typhoons, "Nesat" on September 27 and "Nalgae" on October 1, left a trail of staggering devastation in the Philippines, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and Thailand. In the Philippines alone 3 million people were affected, and damage goes into the billions in Luzon, including Metro Manila. At least 101 were killed. ACTION Philippine's Street Impact Team, which works with street children and their families, report: "Our brethren in Christ and neighbours are in a desperate, heartbreaking situation, and pastors are requesting aid." It's feared that widespread rains since the typhoons may trigger flash floods in the same areas. Thailand has seen some of the worst flooding in 50 years and more than 200 people have died. [ACTION FIELD REPORT, 3 Oct./MISC REPORTS]


15. NEW CORNISH BIBLE
Nicholas Williams' translation of the New Testament into Cornish was published in 2002, and he's now finished the whole Bible. An Beybel Sans was translated from the Hebrew and Greek into standard Cornish, called Kernowek, including 10 maps. Professor Williams, an expert on Celtic languages, taught himself Cornish at the age of 15. He said, "One of the reasons we lost the language was because there was no Bible in Cornish ... it is one of the defining books of our culture....I hope this book will be influential in the Cornish revival." [BBC NEWS, 3 Oct; GOOGLE NEWS, 4 Oct.]


16. THREE OUT OF FOUR BRITS CLAIM TO BE CHRISTIAN
Nearly 70% of Britons still identify with the Christian faith, according to the Office for National Statistics. The Integrated Household Survey found that while the number of people saying they were not religious rose from 20.5% last year to 23.2% in 2011, the proportion describing themselves as Christian was still 68.5%. An Evangelical Alliance spokesman accepted that not many of those who self-identified as Christians would be devout believers, but the Christian Institute said it was about time that the nominal Christian majority was reflected in government policy and broadcasters' output. [THE TELEGRAPH, 28 Sept.; DAILY MAIL, 29 Sept.]


17. NORTH AMERICA: UNITING 35,000 MISSIONARIES
On October 1, the memberships of CrossGlobal Link (formerly IFMA) and The Mission Exchange (formerly EFMA) agreed to merge, forming a body representative of 35,000 evangelical missionaries deployed in every country by more than 190 agencies and churches in North America. "After 159 cumulative years of operating as two distinct entities, we are clearly in a 'reset' moment," said Steve Moore, President and CEO of The Mission Exchange. "I believe we can capture the imagination of a new generation of great commission workers...." The new name and brand of the two merged associations is expected to be revealed by the end of the year. [THE MISSION EXCHANGE, 3 Oct.'11]

18. THE BIBLE, CALLING!
Marking a worldwide wave of Bible reading, YouVersion's Bible App reached a milestone of 30 million unique installs this week. Offering 150 different versions in 45 languages so far, the Bible App is literally transforming the way people read and engage with the best-selling book of all time. YouVersion, which began exclusively as an online Bible, was created by a team at LifeChurch.tv in September of 2007 and has grown into an incredible worldwide community. In April 2008, YouVersion launched the Bible App, a free application for mobile phones and tablets, which further increased access and interaction with the Bible. Users have bookmarked 30 million verses and shared over 1.6 million verses on Facebook and Twitter. [CHRISTIAN NEWSWIRE, 11 Oct.]

RESOURCES
The annual pilgrimage to Mecca for Muslims takes place Nov. 4-7. OM offers a prayer guide with video for this time: http://www.pray-ap.info/hajj

The Global Day of Worship is coming up this 11/11/11! See http://www.globaldayofworship.com/
49 Days of Prayer for the 30 million children of believers worldwide who suffer abuse, separation, rejection. From 6 November to 24 December. Visit: www.opendoorsuk.org/secretchildren

This Christmas consider providing a buffalo for a poor family in India, help give a new life to Sudan street boys, or rebuild flooded homes in Pakistan!-- justchristmas.om.org

Christian Aid offers a free book, Reformation in Foreign Missions by Robert Finley, and free church bulletin inserts about missions. See: www.christianaid.org/cart/response/20111011ChurchBudget.aspx
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