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MEDIA RELEASE 
DEATH OF THE REV. JAMES BUYS 
It was with a sense of deep shock and dismay that the Executive of the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa has learned of the untimely death of the Reverend James Buys, respected church leader and former Moderator of the church. Reverend Buys died at 20:30 on Saturday 1 March 2008. 

In his response to Reverend Buys’ death, the Moderator of URCSA, Cape, Dr. Allan Boesak has expressed the deep-felt sympathies of the church on behalf of the Executive to Mrs. Angela Buys, their children – Abayomi, Asha, Mischa and Rev. Buys’ next of kin. The Executive conveyed the hope that God will comfort and guide the family and the members of the Wynberg congregation in this time of loss and tribulation and assured them of the support and condolences of the leadership and the whole church family. 

Reverend Buys played a decisive role in South Africa and ecumenically in a difficult time of transition. His sober thinking, firm leadership and his total commitment to justice and the church as a whole made of him a leader of great stature. His continued leadership in the praiseworthy efforts towards church union between the URCSA Wynberg and Dutch Reformed Church in Wynberg, was an inspirational example of transformational reconciliation for the church and the wider Reformed family. In the international ecumenical family he was a torchbearer for South Africa and someone of whom URCSA was justly proud. His presence will be missed at all levels, but his contributions will remain forever. 

The Executive is painfully conscious of the trauma that his suicide has caused colleagues and members of the church. The Executive and family confirm that Rev. Buys left a letter of a personal nature, addressed to his family, in which he also gives specific instructions for his funeral arrangements. In light of Reverend Buys’ personal and professional stature and legacy the Executive encourages all to continue and finish the work he has begun and dedicated his whole life to. 

The URCSA Executive requests the media and public to respect the pain of Mrs. Buys, the children and family, as well as that of the congregation and that of the broader church family and to give them the necessary privacy to mourn and come to terms with the tragic circumstances of his death. 

For information regarding the funeral arrangements, please contact rev. Averell Rust 079 8715602 arust@kaapkerk.co.za The family will not grant any interviews. 


MEDIA VERKLARING 
DOOD VAN DS. JAMES BUYS 
Die Moderatuur van die Verenigende Gereformeedre Kerk in Suider-Afrika het met skok en verbystering kennis geneem van die ontydige dood van Ds. James Buys, gerespekteerde kerleier en voormalige Moderator van hierdie kerk. Ds. Buys is Saterdagaand 1 Maart 2008 om 20:30 oorlede. 
In sy reaksie op Ds. Buys se dood, het die Moderator van die VGKSA Kaapland, Dr. Allan Boesak namens die Moderatuur sy innige meegevoel met Mev. Buys, hul kinders Abayomi, Asha en Mischa en ander naasbestaandes uitgespreek. Die Moderatuur het die hoop uitgespreek dat hulle in hierdie tyd van verlies, afskeid en druk deur God getroos en bygestaan sal word en het hulle verseker van die VGKSA leierskap en die hele kerk se ondersteuning en medelye. 

Ds. Buys het in ‘n moeilike oorgangstyd in Suid-Afrika ‘n deurslaggewende rol as kerkleier en internasionale ekumeniese figuur gespeel. Sy nugter denke, rustige leiding, strewe tot geregtigheid en algehele toewyding tot die kerk het hom ‘n leier van formaat gemaak. Sy voortgesette leierskap in die lofwaardige pogings tot eenwording van die VGK en NG Kerk in Wynberg, was ‘n inspirasie en voorbeeld van versoenende verandering vir die kerk en die Gereformeerde familie landwyd. In die buitelandse ekumene het hy ‘n fakkel vir Suid-Afrika gedra en was hy iemand op wie die VGK besonder trots was. Sy teenwoordigheid sal op alle vlakke gemis word, maar sy bydrae staan vir ewig. 

Die Moderatuur is diep bewus van die trauma wat sy selfmoord kollegas en lidmate nou laat belewe. Die Moderatuur en familie bevestig dat Ds. Buys ‘n persoonlike brief gelaat het -- wat aan sy familie geadresseer was -- met spesifieke instruksies vir sy begrafnisreëlings. In die lig van Ds. Buys se persoonlike en professionele statuur en nalatenskap moedig die Moderatuur almal aan om die werk wat hy begin en sy hele lewe aan gewy het voort te sit en te voltooi. 

Die Moderatuur van die VGKSA versoek die media en die breër publiek om die pyn en hartseer van die eggenote, kinders en familie van Ds. Buys, sy gemeente en die hele VGK kerkfamilie te respekteer en hul die ruimte en privaatheid te gee om te rou en die tragiese omstandighede van sy dood te verwerk. 

Vir enige navrae oor die begrafnisreëlings kontak Ds. Averell Rust by: 079 8715602 arust@kaapkerk.co.za. Familielede sal geen onderhoude toestaan nie. 

Belhar 
2 Maart 2008


