Swart gemeenskapsleiers sien sendingwerk as voorbeeld en rolmodel vir die kerk

Die sendingwerk van Europese sendelinge in Afrika word dikwels bevraagteken. Die kritiek is dat die sendelinge nie net die evangelie gebring het nie, maar ook Westerse kulturele waardes.  Die Westerlinge het hul eie kultuur as superieur beleef en wou dalk eerder die Westerse kultuur uitdra, wat onkrities met die evangelie verwar is, as die boodskap van God se heil vir die wêreld, word gesê.

    Merkwaardig genoeg het twee swart gemeenskapsleiers, beide duidelik Christene, tydens ons padberade onafhanklik van mekaar die werk van sendelinge in Suid-Afrika sterk aangeprys. Beide raadslid Jonas, swart ANC burgemeester van Stutterheim en kommissaris Nokopei, bevelvoerder van Barkly-Oos se polisiekantoor, het met waardering na die gemeenskapswye impak van sendingwerk verwys.  Die wyse waarop sendelinge mense van God geleer en lig vir hulle gebring het, is ‘n model vir die kerk om steeds by die samelewing betrokke te bly.  Die kerk moet mense steeds leer om ‘n morele lewe te lei, en steeds sout, suurdeeg en lig wees.

    In die woorde van raadslid Jonas: “The church must always remember that it is their missionaries that initially provided skills, space and resources for social educational and health services and when such institutions are showing some signs of weariness, then the church cannot stand and watch.”

Polisiehoof Nokopei: “Our civilization owes its existence to the diligent and untiring work of the missionaries who devoted themselves to the spread of religion to the corners of the world, where people lived in darkness. The first step that the church adopted was to tame them and teach them to respect the omnipresent and unseen father.  This brought about the idea of respect.  The missionaries established our first learning centres.  The first schools were housed in the churches.  The change in the conduct of the residents was proved by the reduction of fights.  The value of the church was proved when its buildings were used as learning centres.  Only the church was responsible for the change in the conduct of the residents.’”  (Sien sy volledige toespraak in die volgende berig.)
    Mens is geneig om te dink mense sê vir jou wat hulle weet jy graag wil hoor.  Ek het hierdie waarderende refrein egter nou al net te veel gehoor - ook by ander swart leiers - daar steek beslis opregte waardering in hierdie opmerkings.

Polisiehoof van Barkly-Oos oor die rol van die kerk in die gemeenskap

Hier is kommissaris Nokopei, polisiehoof van Barkly-Oos, se voordrag tydens die onlangse padberaad met die Ringe van Burgersdorp en Dordrecht te Barkly-Oos:

Why is the church necessary for the community?

Our civilization owes its existence to the diligent and untiring work of the missionaries who devoted themselves to the spread of religion to the corners of the world, where people lived in darkness.  Before the advent of the church primitive life prevailed.

    The idea of peace did not dawn to the communities as they were wild and had nothing to fear.  The first step that the church adopted was to tame them and teach them to respect the omnipresent and unseen father.  This brought about the idea of respect.  The missionaries established our first learning centres.  The first schools were housed in the churches.

    The change in the conduct of the residents was proved by the reduction of fights.  The value of the church was proved when its buildings were used as learning centres.  Only the church was responsible for the change in the conduct of the residents.

    As a symbol of peace the church played an important role in improving the lives of the communities who gave themselves to it.  Only the church succeeded in changing the mind set of those who had lived primitive lives.  Because of its commitment it taught the people to be loyal to the almighty and the authorities.

    Without respect there can be no progress in the Community.  The church has the power to motivate the people to lead by example.  The church has the ability to encourage its members to have self respect, promote accountability and good morals.

    The principles of the church always conform to norms and standard.  The community can only be complacent when there prevails peaceful development in the area.  The church inspires its members to have passion of everything they do, if they desire to be successful.  In view of the fact mentioned above, the church and the community should be inseparable, particularly where development is involved.

(Met dank aan Oos-Kaap eNuus)

